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Excerpt: . CHAPTER II SEATS The seat is the earliest form of
garden furniture, and between the felled tree-stump, which
served our ancestors as a convenient resting-place, and the
elaborate structures which are to be seen in modern gardens,
there are a great variety of styles--good, bad, and indifferent.
Notwithstanding the progress which has been made in the
decorative arts of this country during the last decade, the
furniture intended for our gardens still retains its reputation
for being hopelessly crude and inartistic. Especially so is this
the case with the class which we are now considering, and of
which William Robinson has said, It is rare to see a garden seat
that is not an eyesore. Why this should be so is somewhat
difficult to understand, for neither in design nor construction is
there any great difficulty to overcome. The fact that a large...
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