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business done, we took our way slowly homeward through the
summer weather. The mourner was gone. But as we neared the
old elm that threw its shade over the seats upon the village
green, we discerned a group of rustics silently drinking in the
homely words of Old Solomon, who was giving them his earnest
talk anent this great farmer and his solitary son. We drew near,
and respectfully heeded the old man s sermon. My friends, he
began, if I go on this road I shall soon be as great a preacher as
the pa son hisself, though I do preach outside, and he do preach
inside. But it s your own fault. I should never do it if you didn t
push me to it by saying over almost everything as happens in the
parish: What do you think about it, Solomon? So...
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