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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1874 edition. Excerpt: .greater abundance throughout the valleys. He likewise
describes it as noisy, alert, and cunning in its habits, wild and wary, and yet often seeking the habitations of
man, near which to rear its young, drawn thither by the abundance of food found in such localities. Their nests,
he states, are built in a thick-leaved bush, or on the lower branches of an oak, at but little height from the
ground. They are constructed of twigs, and are lined with fine rootlets. The eggs, four in number, are, he says,
emerald-green in color, profusely dotted with umberbrown spots. Dr. Newberry states that he found the trees
and the thickets bordering the streams in the valleys the favorite haunts of the California Jay. As his party
ascended among the evergreen forests of the higher grounds, and passed northeasterly from the Sacramento
Valley, these birds were no longer met with, and long before reaching the Oregon line they lost sight of it
altogether. Nor did they meet with it again until their return to California. This Jay, he adds, has all the
sprightliness and restlessness of the family, but is less noisy, and its notes are far more agreeable than those of
Steller s Jay, by which it is replaced at the north. The Smithsonian Museum has a specimen of this species
obtained on the Columbia by Townsend, and Mr. Nuttall mentions that early in October, on arriving at the
forests of the Columbia, near Fort Vancouver,...
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