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The vocational teacher and the vocational school, as we now know and regard them, are twentieth century
products. The old cultural idea of education was that it should exempt one from all form of manual labor and
enable its possessor to live without such work. The new idea of education is that it should give one greater
capacity for work because it should make him more intelligent and therefore a more efficient and industrious
worker - should enable its possessor to practice culture and the arts of life. Not many years ago the term
culture, as applied to education, was associated only with the fine arts and with the classics - the fair
humanities; No one thought of training in home economics, the manual arts, and applied agriculture as
contributing to the cultural side of life. These subjects were considered beneath the dignity of the old-time
college professor. But the times have changed. We are now beginning to realize that the true expression of
culture consists in applying art as well as in appreciating it. And so the vocational teacher has invaded the
schools and is teaching our boys and girls to make beautiful and useful things with their hands; to study and
understand the practical applications of the laws of nature: our girls to apply and appreciate art in the cooking
and serving of a meal, in the designing and making of a garment, and in the furnishing and decorating of
homes; our boys in designing and making artistic and useful tools and furniture, in building convenient,
comfortable and sanitary houses, or, peradventure, it may be in...
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