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SERVICES 8?;;:-};»' NEW, Sustainability in Austerity: How Local Government Can
gz Deliver During Times of Crisis, Philip Monaghan, As the
C economic crisis of 2008/09 unfolded, it became apparent that
% the huge mountains of debt being built up by central
‘m governments were unsustainable and that savage cuts would
MORE : UNE
WITH LESS EDUCATION be needed to balance budgets. It also became clear that the

public sector would be one of the first in line when the axe
started swinging. Yet, at the very same time, green advocates
from business, academia and civil society were making calls
DOWNLOAD e for greater investment at the local level in the big sustainability

issues of the day such as fostering sustainable consumption or
educating communities on making the transition to a low-
carbon economy. The upshot is that leaders in local
government are going to be asked to do a lot more work on
environmental and social sustainability but with much less
money. To make matters worse, increasing public scepticism
about why we should deal with these dilemmas in the first
place has been exacerbating the problem, notably exemplified
by concerns over the robustness of the science of climate
change. Local sustainability faces a perfect storm.
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