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Brand New Book. The Age of Genius explores the eventful intertwining of outward event and inner intellectual
life to tell, in all its richness and depth, the story of the 17th century in Europe. It was a time of creativity
unparalleled in history before or since, from science to the arts, from philosophy to politics. Acclaimed
philosopher and historian A.C. Grayling points to three primary factors that led to the rise of vernacular
(popular) languages in philosophy, theology, science, and literature; the rise of the individual as a general and
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study of the natural world.Grayling vividly reconstructs this unprecedented era and breathes new life into the
major figures of the seventeenth century intelligentsia who span literature, music, science, art, and philosophy--
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