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. Brand New Book. The war in Afghanistan has become the most complex foreign policy problem the United
States has ever faced, spreading into Pakistan and involving the conflicting interests of Russia, India, China and
Iran. Written as a companion to Elizabeth Gould and Paul Fitzgerald s widely acclaimed book Invisible History:
Afghanistan s Untold Story, Crossing Zero focuses on the nuances of the Obama administration s evolving
military and political strategy, the people implementing it, and the long-term consequences for the United
States and the region. Fitzgerald and Gould have consistently raised the difficult questions and inconvenient
truths about western engagement in Afghanistan. While many analysts and observers have attempted to wish a
reality on a grim and tragic situation in Afghanistan, Fitzgerald and Gould have systematically dug through the
archives and historical record with integrity and foresight to reveal a series of misguided strategies and
approaches that have contributed to what has become a tragic quagmire in Afghanistan. | suspect that many
of their assessments while presently viewed as controversial and contentious, will eventually be considered
conventional wisdom. --Thomas Johnson Americans are now beginning to grasp the scope of the mess their
leaders made while pursuing misguided military adventures into regions of Central Asia we once called remote.
How this happened--and what the US can do to extricate itself from its entanglements in Pakistan and
Afghanistan--is the story of Crossing Zero. Based on decades of study and research, this book draws lines and
connects dots in ways few others do. It is clear, sober and methodical--an ideal handbook for anyone seeking to
understand how the US became the latest imperial power to blunder into this turbulent and fascinating region.
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