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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .Children have such vivid imaginations that they are capable of becoming
frightened by their own pictures. When they become interested in a story, it is diGicult, even in the kindergarten,
to check their flow of suggested ideas; conversations among them are as natural as among adults; developing
instruction is based on the assumption that their experiences are rich enough to allow contributions of thought
continually; and fables, calling for interpretation, are especially written for them. Here, then, are the beginnings
of a third ability of great importance, i. e., the power to supplement an author s thought. The best of authors
fail to put most of their ideas into print. Or, as Buskin declares, all literature--like the story of the Prodigal Son--
appears practically in the form of parables requiring much supplementing to be properly pictured and
interpreted. The words in a minister s text in comparison with those in his sermon are perhaps as one to one
hundred. The statements in any text should bear a similar ratio to the thoughts that they suggest in the reader s
mind. Accordingly, much time should be occupied by children in school in visualizing in greater detail the
scenes in geography, history, and other studies; the bearings of facts upon human life should oJen be traced
out with care; and comparisons of many kinds should be instituted. To this end fact questions, testing mainly
memory, are out of place; questions nvolvipg re/7ecfton should be-mmon, if we desire young people...
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